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"Moving toward intergeneration in a multi-generational church."  

Our theme for this issue of “In Touch” is a tribute to parents and grandparents. 

Since this is the May/June mailing and Mother’s and Father’s Day both fall in this 

time frame, we on the Communications Team felt that it was an appropriate topic. 

The power and influence of parents and 

grandparents are undeniable. Each of us 

can reflect on aspects of our upbringing 

that formed the attributes 

we display to this day. Some 

are negative influences but 

many are profound examples 

of unconditional love. God 

has made it clear that the 

generations are to be 

connected by threads that 

HE sews between us. 

The Bible mentions 

“generation” in several 

verses of scripture. In Psalm 

100:5, a psalm of thanksgiving, it says 

“For the Lord is good. His unfailing 

love continues forever, and his 

faithfulness continues to each 

generation.” Again in Psalm 119:90 we 

read, “Your faithfulness extends to 

every generation, as enduring as the 

earth you created.” What a comfort to 

 pass on to our children, that 

God’s love and faithfulness 

are unfailing and enduring. 

In Psalm 145:4 we are 

reminded about the 

importance of praise: “Let 

each generation tell its 

children of your mighty acts; 

let them proclaim your 

power.” 

As our true father, God also 

wants us to counsel our 

children with his wisdom. 

 In Joel 1:3, the Lord expressed a 

message of warning after a plague of 

(Continued on page 10) 

Churches aren’t meant 
to be like a fast food 

spiritual drive-thru 
where we pass 

through and get our 
paper bag of happy 

thoughts for the week 
with a little cookie 

prize.  
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REFLECTIONS OF MOM 
By Dianne Coolman 

As we approach Mother’s Day, my mind reflects on the different ways we pay honor to 
our moms—cards, flowers, breakfast in bed, lunch at a fine restaurant, long- distance 
calls and special gifts.  I have so often thought that we should be showering our moms 
year-round with these acts of kindness, not just for one day.  I would like to share a few 
thoughts and reflections of my beautiful mother, Evelyn Auffant, who has given so 
much to me. 

 

My mother taught me the importance of “Trusting God.”  I wish I did 
in all circumstances, but our sinful natures sometimes bring us 
down the wrong path.  I always knew when I was down Mom would 
be there to pull me back up.  She always has had the words of 
wisdom and encouragement to guide me in the right direction.  She 
would tell me, “God will be with you to the end; people change, but 
He is the same today and tomorrow, as he was yesterday.”  I’ve 
had my moments when I prefer to isolate myself from others while 
tending to my problems and heartaches, believing it is better not to 
burden others.  Being a mom, she could sense my despair and led 
me back on the right path.  She also taught me the value of life and 

the real meaning of sacrificial love by demonstrating it in her own life.   I watched how 
she took care of my dad and never complained.  She lovingly did all she could do to 
make him comfortable and loved in his last earthly days. 

 

Mom is faithful, honest, obedient, loyal, hardworking and loving.  She is a prayer 
warrior for all situations and anyone in need.  Mom grew up in a Christian home and 
was a professed Christian until she personally came to know Christ as her Savior.  At 
this point, I can honestly say that Mom became on FIRE for the Lord and has been that 
way since.  The example of her life has been my strength during my trials and 
setbacks. Home is a place where LOVE has always been there for me within the open 
arms of Mom.  She taught me never to give up, to believe in myself and, most 
importantly, to “TRUST IN THE LORD.”  I remember many times when my Mom would 

“I watched 
how she took 

care of my 
dad and never 
complained” 
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sacrifice for her children, unselfishly.  She showed me how to appreciate the beauty of 
His creation and to be a good steward of all God has given me.  She taught me to be 
content with what I have, to give THANKS in all things, whether good or bad, and to be 
strong no matter what comes my way, trusting in Him and turning to the Word for 
guidance.  As I acknowledge Mom for being my refuge, my earthly source for answers 
and guidance, I know I have neglected her with my own responsibilities and, in spite of 
this, she is still there with open arms. 

 

In her fifties, Mom was diagnosed with Macular Degeneration.  It has progressively 
worsened and she is now legally blind.  She has a machine that magnifies her reading 
and she faithfully continues her daily devotions, bible study, and quiet time with God.  
As a result of her disability, Mom is homebound and has to depend on others to get 
around.  It was hard for someone as independent as she to have her ability to drive, 
shop, and do things on her own taken away.  She does have moments of self-pity, 
which is understandable, but GOD IS HER STRENGTH and, when He sees her 
slipping, He lifts her up and fills her with His love.  This adversity in her life has been a 
struggle, but she has accepted the cards given to her and moved on.  I thank the Lord 
for the faithful, loving and gracious ladies of our church fellowship who meet with Mom 
for bible study as together they grow in their faith. 

 

In spite of my flaws and imperfections, my Mom loves me unconditionally and I thank 
the Lord for her presence in my life.  The love of a 
mother is limitless, eminent and absolute.  Mom, I 
thank you for all the years of molding me to be the 
daughter, mother and grandmother I’ve become.  May 
we live the example of His love for all earthly mothers. 

 

“She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on 
her tongue.  She watches over the affairs of her 
household and does not eat the bread of idleness.  
Her children arise and call her blessed” (Proverbs 
31:26-28a). 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
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Fathers Make a Difference 
Joy Klooster 

On April 27 a charter bus took several CRC members/families down to Comerica Park in 
Detroit and participated in Home Plate 2013, a baseball ministry organized by SCORE 
Ministries.  Several Detroit Tiger baseball players, as well as Atlanta Braves and Detroit 
Lions members, gave testimony on how they grew in their faith while playing professional 
ball.  Most of the players that spoke grew up in loving, caring families.  It was evident for 
those players that did not grow up with a Christian father role model, that their struggles 
seemed insurmountable.  However, each of the players never gave up and grew in their 
faith and love of Jesus Christ. 

Torii Hunter plays right field for the Tigers.  He is married and a father.  His testimony 
mirrored his baseball card as he wrote the following:  “Growing up in church, I learned 
about Jesus Christ dying on the cross for my sins, but I chose not to follow Him with my 
heart.  I became influenced by my environment and 
followed the crowd instead of being an individual and 
doing the right thing.  Eventually, that life began to 
leave me feeling empty.  Something was missing from my 
life and that began my search.” 

“Proverbs 23:7 kept coming to mind ‘as he thinks in his 
heart, so is he’.  I knew that I needed to change my 
thinking so that I could begin my journey from a boy to a 
man of God.  On November 16, 1996, I received Jesus 
Christ into my heart.” 

“As a new husband and father, I had no idea how to be good at either.  I began reading and 
studying my bible and spending time in prayer.  My life began to change.  It was a slow and 
steady growth, but knowing that Jesus loved me in spite of my past inspired me.  Now, I 
carry God’s Word in my heart and whenever trouble comes, God’s Word is my shield.  I 
have a relationship with my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and I strive to bring Him glory 
in all that I do.  It is my prayer that you will do the same.” 

What an inspiration these men were as they spoke to the crowd.  It is refreshing to know 
that they are working at being good fathers and role models and best of all that they know 
Jesus as their savior.  
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23 Years of Going to Church 
By Sarah Klooster 

 

Reformed. Now 23 years of church going doesn't just happen by accident. It has to 

come from somewhere. And when trying to figure out where my church-goingness 

comes from, I find my answer on the left side of the sanctuary, 4 or 5 rows back: 

my family. Mom, Dad, Grandma. There they are, in the same general region of the 

sanctuary, every Sunday, without fail, teaching me what it looks like to be 

disciplined, consistent, faithful. 

 

When I call my father in a panic because I don't have a job yet, or a life plan, or 

even a tomorrow plan, what does he say? Pray about it. When I ask my mom what 

to do about a friend who's mad at me, what does she say? Pray about it. When I 

show up at my grandmother's house all worked up over feeling like I'll never get 

married, what does she say? Pray about it. Be patient. God's got a plan. 

 

This is what I've learned from the generations who have come before me, from my 

family: be patient, be consistent in your walk with God, pray. They have shown me 

through their own discipline and faithfulness how to do these things in any 

situation I can dream up and freak out about. Those who have gone before always 

have plenty of wisdom to share and in the case of my family (while I may be a bit 

biased) they seem to be more wise than most in guiding me in my walk with God. 

But don't tell them I said that.    
 

I've been coming to Community Reformed since 

I was born.  That's 23 years of Community      

Reformed i.e. a lot of years of Community   
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As kids walk into the Son Room, most are 

smiling.  Some are hesitant or show up 

tentatively hand-in-hand with a parent.   

It’s exciting to see each child become 

more comfortable, make new friends, 

share their week’s highlights and to offer 

prayer requests or praises.  It’s thrilling 

to see them grasp the concept of a God 

who loves His people unconditionally.  The 

rewards of children establishing the 

understandings of their personal faith 

and building upon it are immeasurable.   

Children’s faith is our Purpose.  Children’s 

Ministry is not just a program.  Children’s 

Ministry is primarily a Purpose.   The 

awesome teachers and volunteers 

contribute valuable time to build upon this 

Purpose, layer by layer. We are so 

grateful for parents who allow us to 

partner with them and we share your 

goals. 

 

This summer, we have exciting 

opportunities for children to continue to 

grow in their faith and service.  We invite 

you to personally share in this Purpose 

and to enrich the lives of these children – 

and yourself!    Two areas to highlight: 

The Children’s Ministry Team is planning 

Backyard Bible Clubs again in June. You 

are invited to help as a host or teacher or 

oversee activities, crafts or snacks. 

Sunday morning focus will be a Summer of 

Service.  Each week, kids will learn about 

the needs of others and contribute deeds 

to help.   Do you have a passion for a 

specific service area or recognize an area 

needing more awareness by our children?  

We need project ideas, weekly project 

leaders and assistants.  As we do the 

activities, there are always children who 

benefit from one-on-one help.  Please 

consider serving with us!   Our regular 

teachers sign up only for the school 

season, so summer opportunities abound.  

We promise to walk with you, hand-in-

hand, if you are unsure of the routines.  

We also promise you’ll be laughing with us! 

 

Share the rewards - share the Purpose!  

See Gail Cherry or the Children’s Ministry 

team and teachers with any questions.  

Please keep praying for our children.  

Thanks! 

Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 
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Youth Ministries: 

Our Class of 2013 - Graduating Seniors include: 

♦ Crystal Batdorff 
♦ Sydney Carlson 
♦ Tanner Catt 
♦ Olivia Certa 
♦ Joseph Manville 
♦ Tag McCreadie 
♦ Ilena Yankoviak 
♦ Bailee Stevens 
♦ Sawyer Russell 

 
 

Please be in prayer for our graduating class of 2013 as they reach for new horizons. 
 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge 
of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (NIV) 

Colossians 1:9-12 
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Consistory new from MarchConsistory new from MarchConsistory new from MarchConsistory new from March    

 

Mary Ann Cox and Kate Chanda shared on behalf of RCW (Reformed Church Women).  They 

updated us on their recent events and asked the consistory to pray for new leadership and wisdom 

in reaching the different generations of women in the life of the church.   

 

Theda Williams shared about worship and specifically asked for prayer for all the activities and 

opportunities that exist during Holy Week. 

 

Additional news from AprilAdditional news from AprilAdditional news from AprilAdditional news from April    

 

The Consistory unanimously and with great excitement approved Theda Williams' request to be 

approved for the RCA Commissioned Pastor program.  This will go on to classis for their approval 

and then she will begin the process of becoming a Commissioned Pastor. 

 

 

The Facilities Improvement Team (Bud Klooster, Gary Strange, Dick Swenor, Theda Williams) 

presented their report and recommendations.  They concluded that the needs in the sanctuary 

are our top priority and are recommending to consistory to address the needs expressed in their 

report.  Consistory will review this report and begin discussion at our May consistory meeting. 

Consistory Meeting HighlightsConsistory Meeting HighlightsConsistory Meeting HighlightsConsistory Meeting Highlights    



Community Reformed Church – Consistory Meeting—April 16, 2013 

Discovering God’s Vision Activity – Group Responses 

1. The qualities (attributes) of character we desire for God to grow at CRC are…  (numbers show frequency of meeting 
attenders choosing the attributes as priorities) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Things we have done, experienced, or accomplished at CRC that were satisfying and energizing were…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What do you hope the people of Charlevoix (those outside of our church) would say about Community Re-

formed Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. As you think about the next 10 years at CRC, what would you hope to happen?  What are you sensing is a nec-

essary part of God’s vision for us in the next 10 years?  In the next 10 years, God is calling us to… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignments: 

1. When possible, ask people outside the church what their perception is of our church – because 
it is their perception that matters to us. 

2. Based upon the responses above, write one or two sentences that compile these values. 

Courageous 7 Humility  6 Servant hood 6 Authenticity 4 Integrity 5 

Forgiveness  6 Unity 2 Acceptance 0 Hospitality 1 Obedience 6 

Accepting new pat-
terns  2 

Holy introspection  ½ Accepting change 2 Driven (passionate)  4 Intergenerational  2 

Enthusiastic  0 Relational  4 Missional 2 Nonjudgmental 1 At peace  0 

Generosity  6 Bible-doers  2 Compassionate  4     

Safe Haven Easter Service Christmas Eve service Intergenerational goal 

Community’s use of church 
facilities 

Partnerships with other com-
munity ministries 

Kids praying for each other all attenders reading the same 
book(s) 

All-church fellowship Growth in prayer Orphan care / FACES Service projects 

Mission support Testimonials/stories Variety Emmaus 

Women’s auctions Consistory retreat Small groups New Hope relationship 

Christ-like Grace-giving Nonjudgmental Involved 

Active Invested Needed Actively loving people 

Praying Generous Not culturally removed Authentic 

Not elitist Humble Invitational Selfless 

Practice what they preach Helping me find and follow 
Jesus 

Show love with actions, not 
words 

  

Living into our ‘community’ name Intentionally reach outward Be a church that unchurched people are 
drawn to 

Be Irresistible Get messy Be a ‘so that’ church (example: we love Jesus, so that it makes us……. 

Have relationships with purpose – physically, emotionally, spiritually Walk the walk as a whole 

Have attitude of expectation that God is going to place Himself in many lives 

Have attitude of urgency in evangelism and outreach Love all people – become a church for the unchurched 

Church be means of transformation – personally and in the 
community 

All be grounded in who Christ is and the basics of what it 
means to be a Christian, and how to apply our faith 

Be a disciple-making station Developing missional communities 
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locusts, saying “Tell your children about it in the years to come, and let your 

children tell their children.  Pass the story down from generation to generation.”  

The Life Application Bible study notes on this verse describe it well: “God urged 

parents to pass their history down to their children, telling over and over the 

important lessons they learned. One of the greatest gifts you can give young 

people is your life’s story to help them repeat your successes and avoid your 

mistakes.” 

Churches aren’t meant to be like a fast food spiritual drive-thru where we pass 

through and get our paper bag of happy thoughts for the week with a little cookie 

prize. God wants us to worship together, pray together, study the word together 

and then go out and make a difference outside the church walls. That time spent 

together can be very rich if we make an effort to lend a caring ear and reach out 

to other generations. Personally, I am extremely delighted to walk into church on 

a Sunday or Wednesday evening to see all different ages mingling; a senior 

talking over coffee with a 30-something, a returning college student chatting 

with a retired teacher, babies being held left and right, toddlers being rounded up 

by a middle schooler...I believe God delights in this more than ever!  I believe 

that his wish for his people is for us to care for one another without 

discrimination of gender, race, class or age.  When we come together to worship 

corporately we should be open to different styles of music and traditional as well 

as contemporary methods of expression so everyone feels like they “belong” in 

God’s house.  

Even though this issue is a tribute to parents and grandparents, it encompasses 

valuing our elders in general. Life experience and knowledge of God’s word are 

treasures that we shouldn’t take for granted. Pass it on to the younger generation 

if you have it and learn it from the older generation if you need it! 

-Tanya Whitley 

(Continued from page 1) 



Grandparents Make a Di�erenceGrandparents Make a Di�erenceGrandparents Make a Di�erenceGrandparents Make a Di�erence    
    

My life story has an element that I’ve occasionally witnessed in 
the lives of other Christians. I am part of the family of Christ 
because of my grandmother. My parents didn’t attend church 

very regularly. We didn’t talk about God, say grace before meals, pray, or 
participate in any kind of mission work. Any exposure to the Christian faith I 
attribute to my Finnish grandma who was a devout Lutheran woman. She lived 
with us until her passing when I was about 8. Because of her influence, my four 
siblings and I went to Sunday school every Sunday and went through the 
confirmation process in our local church. As many young people do, I wandered 
through my young adult years without God as a priority. I didn’t attend church 
but I had a deep nudging that I “should” be. Becoming a parent brought my 
spiritual priorities into focus and the early religious lessons surfaced. The 
childhood Sunday school stories and songs which assured me that “Jesus loves 
me no matter what,” drew me to that comforting place. I wanted that for my 
own children. Even though attending Sunday school and church as a child often 
felt like “an obligation,” I am grateful for it now. My grandmother planted that 
small mustard seed that managed to grow and is growing still.  
 
I wanted to get some thoughts from our children regarding their grandparents, 
to remind everyone that every little moment matters. I asked a few questions 
and here is what I heard: 
 
Amelia, age 7Amelia, age 7Amelia, age 7Amelia, age 7----    
Q: What is your favorite thing about going to your grandma’s and grandpa’s? 
A:A:A:A: “Playing charades and having tea parties.” 
Q: Does your grandma love Jesus? 
A:A:A:A: Yes 
Q: How do you know? 
A:A:A:A: Because she goes to church and prays. 
 
Seth, age 7Seth, age 7Seth, age 7Seth, age 7----    
Q: What do you like best about your grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: My grandma gives hugs and my grandpa jokes a lot. 
Q: Do you think they love Jesus? 
A:A:A:A:  Yes, because they go to church. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Spencer, age 9Spencer, age 9Spencer, age 9Spencer, age 9----    
Q: What’s your favorite thing to do with your grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: Go to the pool. 
Q: How do you know your grandma loves Jesus? 
A: A: A: A: Because she’s kind. 
 
Morgan, age 12Morgan, age 12Morgan, age 12Morgan, age 12----    
Q: Do you have grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: Yes, they’ve pretty much been my parents. 
Q: What have you learned from them that you would like to pass on to your own kids 
     some day? 
A:A:A:A: To go to church, read the bible and to be kind to others. 
 
Levi, age 12Levi, age 12Levi, age 12Levi, age 12----    
Q: Do you have grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: Yes, two sets of them. 
Q: What do you like best about having them? 
A:A:A:A: I get to go to their farm and do pretty much anything. 
Q: How do you know if they love Jesus? 
A:A:A:A: My grandpa was a pastor so they go to church. They treat people like they’re sup-       
     posed to be treated. 
 
Maya, age 8Maya, age 8Maya, age 8Maya, age 8----    
Q: Do you have grandparents?  
A:A:A:A: Yeah, I have a whole bunch, like 6 of them. 
Q: What’s the best thing about having all those grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: Some teach me German, my grandma in Detroit teaches me how to cook and my  
     grammy lets me have sleepovers at her house. 
Q: How do you know they love Jesus? 
A:A:A:A: My one grandma went to Opie’s grave and prayed and my grammy takes me to  
      church with her. 
Q: What have you learned from your grandparents? 
A:A:A:A: If you can’t do something, just keep trying and praying. 
 
Evidence of the power of grandparents from the mouths of babes. 
 

-Tanya Whitley 

(Continued from page 11) 
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MEET OUR 2013 ELDERS AND DEACONS 

Elder Tom DeKorte and his wife Evelyn have three children: Diane, Chad, and Stephanie.  Chad is 
married and has one son, Isaac.  Tom, a podiatrist, operates his own practice, the Charlevoix Foot Clinic.  
During his leisure time, Tom enjoys restoring old cars, coaching baseball, walking on the beach, and trav-
eling to visit family.  Tom has accepted the position of elder because he “felt called to help and serve the 
Church in this way.” 

Elder Garry Miller is married to Barb.  They have a son, Garry, who serves in the U.S. Navy.  Garry 
and his wife LeEtta have four children, three boys and a girl.  Besides being grandpa, Garry enjoys golf-
ing, reading, and working in his yard.  Garry is a self-employed Financial Adviser at his business, Invest-
ment Planning Associates.  The reason Garry gives for having responded to the challenge of being an elder 
is, quite simply, “When my name came up, I thought it was God’s plan, so I accepted.” 

Deacon Joy Klooster and her husband Nathan are parents to Megan and Isaac.  Megan is a junior at 
CMU; Isaac, a freshman at NMC.  Joy works at the Health Department as a Cancer Services Coordinator 
and Lifestyle Counselor.  In her free time, Joy likes to read, solve various types of puzzles, exercise and 
garden.  Joy has accepted the call to be a deacon because the “timing is right” (her children are now 
grown-up), and it is “an opportunity to serve the Church and the Lord.” 

Deacon Chris Maki and his wife Kari Jo are parents to their firstborn child, daughter Quinn.  Chris is 
taking classes from Western Theological Seminary, working toward an MA in Divinity.  He also works 
for Boyne at Bay Harbor.  Chris is an outdoor enthusiast; his main interests are downhill skiing, camping, 
and hiking.  His indoor favorite pastime is learning about and doing everything a new dad can do.  Chris 
states, “I accepted the role of deacon after having thoughtful conversation with my wife, spending time 
praying, and asking Chip questions.”  Chris feels that “serving in our church is important,” so he “joyfully 
accepted.” 

(This group of four will serve on the Consistory through 2015.  Additional members of the Consistory are Elders: Sher-
ry Kirby (2014), Jim Malewitz (2014), Bruce Deckinga (2013), Dick Swenor (2013) and Deacons: Linda Boss 
(2014), Brandon Glass (2014), Scott Philp (2014), Mark Drenth (2013), Mike Johnson (2013) and Gary Strange 
(2013).) 

 

                                                                               --- Submitted by Mary Seaman 
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Ministry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry Updates    

Safe Haven - Free Breakfast Club 
You can now sign-up on line to volunteer to help serve at our Safe Haven Breakfast Club. 

****************** 

Safe Haven Free Breakfast club broke a record on April 16th by serving 41 people.  It seems like each week we see 
new faces and enjoy others who have been coming for almost a year.  We love to hear the laughter between 
volunteers and guests and see all the great relationships that are being developed. 

Interested in volunteering?  Here are the jobs we fill each Tuesday and Friday. 

Servers:  Come at 7:00 a.m. and help set up the dining room, which involves setting the tables and taking orders 
as our guest arrive.   

Window Person: Come at 7:00 a.m. to help set up and then receive the orders as they come in and give them to 
the cooks, make toast as needed and put together take-out orders. 

Dishwasher:  Run the Dishwashing in the kitchen as the dishes come back from the tables. 

Cooks:  We have two per day who make the breakfast which usually consists of pancakes, French toast or waffles, 
eggs, and a meat.  All the supplies are provided.  (Usually come between 6:30 and 7:00 to get things rolling.) 

NEW ASKING IS CLEAN UP.  We are looking for a couple people each day to come at 9:30 to clean up the 
dining room.  Job description is to put items away, cleaning tables and sweeping the floor.  This would allow the 
other volunteers who have been here early to go home at 10:00. 

All these job have training.  If you are willing to help see Linda Boss. 

****************** 

Have you cleaned out your cupboards or garage lately and wondered what to do with all the 
things you haven’t used in years?  The Safe Haven Free Yard Sale may be just the place for those 
treasures.  On May 17,  from 8:00a.m. to 1:00p.m., the church courtyard will be alive with 
activity as the first annual free yard sale occurs.  If you have slightly used, clean and working 
household items, please consider bringing them to the church for free giveaway. However, we 
request no clothing. These items will be on display for the “free” taking and will help those who 
are in need. Contact Jill Eakes or Linda Boss with questions. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Another event planned on June 29 is the Safe Haven Community Family Activity. This event is in 
conjunction with First Baptist Church. A hot dog roast and family activities are planned at the First 
Baptist Church grounds.  It is an opportunity to connect and celebrate summer in Charlevoix with 
our new friends and an invitation for those who don’t know about our ministry to come and find 
out more. For more information, contact Jan Boss or Nate and Joy Klooster. 

The Safe Haven Ministries Committee is extremely thankful for our generous donors who allow 
us to reach out into the community and offer a hot meal. We continue to welcome donations such 
as napkins, pancake mix, syrup, peanut butter, granola/cereal bars, unrefrigerated grape juice, 
quick oat oatmeal, and of course, time and money.  Thank you all for your generosity.   

Joy Klooster, Safe Haven Committee Member 

 

Global Outreach 
♦ Arbin and Bimala Pokharel, missionaries serving in Nepal will be in Charlevoix July 8-15.  
G.O.T will plan a mid-week picnic at Ferry Beach which will allow them time to spend with 
their many friends in Charlevoix.  Watch for more information to follow. 

♦ Save the dates of October 26th and 27th to attend Global Outreach’s “Missions Conference” 
here at CRC.  You will find our more about the work of the Global Outreach Team, experience 
samples of global cultures and hear from special guest speakers.  Something for the whole 
family!  Watch for more information to follow.  

 

R.C.W. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our exiting Board Members for their years of commitment 
to the women of Community Reformed Church and the community:  Kate Chanda, Mary Ann Cox, Carolyn 
Klooster, Vinnie Klooster, Kristen McClure, Helen Meengs, and Sharon Russell. 
 

Continuing Board members: Chele Cyr, Michelle Hines, Pat Ricks, Carrie Titus, and Lynda Stolt 
 

New Board Members beginning in June: Judy Boss, Nancy VanRoekel, Sandy Boss, Danya Drost, 
Molly Zipp, and Kris Way. 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Ministry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continued    

 

F.A.C.E.S. 
                                               a C.R.C. Orphan Ministry 

(Continued from page 15) 

On April 26th F.A.C.E.S. was able to begin their “Last Friday Night Out”.   
A program designed to allow foster and adoptive parents 1 evening a month (the 
“Last Friday” of each month) to allow themselves a few hours for a much 
deserved break.  F.A.C.E.S. plans and evening around the children beginning 
with a meal, followed by play time and ending with quite time to allow the child 
to settle down before going home. 
 

In April we were able to spend the evening with 11 children while their parents 
had time to themselves.  As this is a community outreach we anticipate that these 
numbers will increase over time. 

On May 8th F.A.C.E.S. held their first 
Foster/Adoptive Parent Support Group in 
which participants came from CRC and the 
community. 

9 adult participants and 15 children enjoyed a meal together followed by a 
presentation by guest speakers from the Post Adoption Resource Center.  
Children gathered for their own together time. 

Our next support group will be held on June 5th at 5:30 p.m.  

May is National Foster Care Month. No matter how much time you 
have to give, you have the power to do something positive that will “Change a 
Lifetime” for a young person in foster care.  

In recognition of Foster Care Month and in support of the F.A.C.E.S “Foster Closet” we 
are running the following Sunday promotions to help raise awareness of the need for 

everyone to step up and help to  

“make a big difference in a small way”. 

Sunday, May 5th was “Happy Feet Sunday”  We collected 26 pair of children’s shoes and lots of socks for the Foster Closet. 

Sunday, May 12th - “Baby Bottom Sunday”  We collected diapers, powders, and things that keep a baby’s bottom comfy. 

Sunday, May 19th - “PJ Sunday”  This is a Michigan wide Foster Care Awareness Sunday.  We are collecting new PJ’s 
(newborn to teen sizes) 

Sunday, May 26th -  “Squeaky Clean Sunday”  Bring shampoos, body washes, bubble baths, and body lotions.  
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CRC Announcements 
� Our summer service schedule changes back to three services on June 2, 2013.  

Service times at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

� Online giving:   We are now using Logos Ministry Connection.  You can get to the 
location through our website. Create your own account in less than 2 minutes.  Our 
new online giving allows you to do the following: • Tithe & give online with your 
credit card or via bank account transfer • Set up recurring gifts • Print and email your 
own giving statements • View & analyze your giving records • Update & manage your 
own family information. 

� Seasonal folks:  Interested in membership at CRC but didn't think it was 
possible?  The elders approved a new category of membership for those who are not 
here year-round.  It's called Associate Membership and you can find out more about 
this opportunity by picking up the brochure in the Information Center.  You are an 
important part of our CRC community and we want to honor that through this new 
category of membership.   

� ALL – CHURCH VISITS:  The leadership of Community Reformed Church is 
currently visiting with each family who is a part of our church.  (This is not just 
members, but anyone who would call CRC their church home.)  If possible, we’d love 
to come visit you in your home, but if that is not convenient, we can meet at church or 
an agreed upon location.  These visits will include an elder and deacon and will last 
approximately an hour.  This pair will contact your family and set up a time to 
meet.  The purpose of this time is to get to know each other, talk about what God is 
doing in your life and our church, answer questions about CRC, and pray together.  We 
hope this can be an encouraging experience as we work hard to increase our 
commitment to communication and being a part of each other’s lives.  In the next year 
or so, you will be contacted.  We are looking forward to the chance to connect with 
you and your family.  If you have any questions about this process, please don’t hesitate 
to talk to anyone on consistory. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND     

BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:    

� Pastor Ginger Stevens of Third Day Fellowship & Joppa House for being 
named Charlevoix’s Outstanding Citizen of 2012.  Pastor Stevens was 
recognized for her benevolence ministry through Third Day Fellowship and 
Outreach and for her vision and founding work of Joppa House Ministries. 

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    
� Joyce Boss and family on the passing of Joyce’s husband, Ike. 

� Jim Mansen and Julaine VanderHeide on the passing of their cousin, Rev. David Stark. 

� Loisann Jesiek and family on the passing of Loisann’s husband, Gary. 

� Rob and Megan Boss and family on the passing of Megan’s father. 

� Dianne Penfold, Richard Sayward and family on the passing of Richard’s daughter, Beth Sayward. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

In August 2012, new members, MARK AND 
NANCY HAVEMAN, moved from Laingsburg 
(north of Lansing) to retire in Charlevoix the 
Beautiful.  They have two married children, Colleen 
who is 35 and Ryan, 33.  They are grandparents to 
Colleen and her husband’s son, two-year old Dylan.  
Their family will soon include a second grandchild:  
Ryan’s wife is expecting. 

Mark, who holds an accounting degree from Ferris 
State College, worked as an auditor for the state of 
Michigan for 24 years.  Then, he created his own 
mail-order company, Sport Craft Inc., which he 
owned and operated for 20 years, retiring in 2008.  
Nancy also worked in the accounting business, 
doing taxes, until she joined her husband’s business. 

During her leisure time, Nancy enjoys creative 
stitchery such as knitting and quilt-making, and she 
loves to be outdoors gardening.  Mark joins her in 
the gardening ventures but his interests branch off to 

photography and car shows.  In fact, he owns an old 
sports car—a Porsche.  The couple share a love of 
sailing, the hobby that originally brought them to 
this area where, for nine years on weekends, they 
used their thirty-foot sailboat as a summer cabin. 

Mark says that since he had been raised in the 
Christian Reformed Church and he and Nancy have 
friends here at Community Reformed who invited 
them to attend, the choice to become members just 
seemed natural.  They love the music, Pastor Chip 
and his sermons, and fellowship with the people.  
Mark and Nancy have transferred their membership 
from the Laingsburg United Methodist Church. 

Mark and Nancy are delighted to have sold their 
house downstate and to have purchased a great 
retirement home here.  They also look forward, 
anticipating the joy of another grandchild. 

                              
---Submitted by Mary Seaman 
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A Book Review by Mary Seaman 
 

1001 THINGS IT MEANS TO BE A MOM 

Light in tone yet profound in message, 1001 Things It Means To Be 
A Mom by Harry H. Harrison Jr. is the result of Harrison’s quest to 
better understand motherhood.  He interviewed many moms, 
compiled the results, stopping at 1001, and subtitled the list, The 
Good, The Bad and The Smelly.   

 

Harrison organized the contents into categories such as “Working 
Moms,” “Single Moms” and “Moms and Difficult Issues.”  In a 
section on “Moms and Grace,” he quotes, “Being a mom means 
recognizing that children are a gift from God, and treating them as 
such.”  “Moms and Reading” is comprised of a reading list with titles 
such as: Positive Discipline by Jane Nelson, Parenting with Love 
and Logic by Cline and Fay and Grace-Based Parenting by Tim 
Kimmel. 

 

Harry Harrison is a writer with over four million books in print. 
His books are short, witty and realistic.  His first book for parents, 
Father to Son, Life Lessons on Raising a Boy has sold more than 
1,000,000 copies.  His mission is “to change some views: it’s time 
we start being parents to our kids, not trying to be their best friend 
ever.” 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 
 


